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RANSON, Mo. — The rise of
this southern Missouri town
from a backwoods tourist
attraction nearly a cemury ago
to a modem entertainment
was built on belief.

Belief in America. In mﬂimnal val-
ues. And in building lhlllas
people who share the same vwws
wam to come and visit.

7 million visitors enter
lhe city ts to enjoy their favorite
music theaters and other famly
friendly i — whether it's
the Baldknobb. b pop

singer Andy Williams, Silver Dol
Cuytlwm:park.shephﬂdolmeﬂllls
outdoor theater, go-carts, miniature
ﬂ‘l;mlor the ptu'suil of the perfect
mgmrmluﬂmnmahamnl

‘Which is why so many who rely on
ﬂmlmlrlsldnﬂzlhueumwpllmgped

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH PHOTOS.

that market.”
Steve Honeycutt, Emnl manager
of Celabﬂr‘::gn City, a long list of

“I'm wlz:lkln on an overflow
parking plan right now,” Honeycutt
sald in April as he toured the park

construction workers.

Bul!! on the site of the former
Branson USA theme park, Celebration
City opened with 1,500 parking spaces
— not nearly to accommodate
the park's capacity of 9,000

“Early on, it seemed adequate,”
Honeycutt said. “But we're the buzz of
the town. 1 don't think we'll be able to
meet the demand, and that's a nice

llar Pproblem to have."

Designed as a salute to the Amer-
ican 20th century, Celebration City

M As Branson shows go contem-

porary, veteran entertainers such
as Andy Williams and Glen
Campbell remain oldies but good-
ies. Page 8.

about the city's newest
Celebration Ciry, a $40 million eve-
ning-oriented amusement park, which
opened May 1; and the ad;acent Roy
Rogam Dale Museum & Happy

hs ennugb to make a Branson
booster burst with pride.

“It’s a very exciting time for us right
now,” said Ross

features three distinct areas: Celebra-
tion Street (sort of a redux version of
Disney’s turn-of-the-century Main
Street U.S.A., with a vintage carousel);
the Boardwalk (specializing in amuse-
ment rldes and arcade games in the

style of the Roaring '20s); and Route
66 (a tribute to the 1950s and '60s car

vice president of the Branson
Chamber of Commerce. “We have to
give younger audience a reason to
come here, and Celebration City is a
huge part of that.

“At the same time we have to main-
tain the more senior audience that we
have nurtured and attracted over the
Roy “Dusty” Ji pwhmnnn e d.ﬁeﬂ.mmm

., ranson is 53, an
the Roy lnﬂﬂ-hm Evans Museum. Dale Evans Museum dmnv‘:qu

culture vintage automo-
biles, themed rides, shops, and restau-
rants).

The 45-acre also con-

A Branson boom

Plenty of changes are in the works
for popular destination in Ozarks

Marilyn Monroe, and Elvis Presley.

Nighttime is the time to be at Cele-
bration City, given that the park
doesn't open until 3 pm. each day.
Evening operation is intended to com-
plement the daytime-only hours of
nearby 1880s theme park Silver Dollar
City, a Branson tradition since 196C.
Both parks are owned by Herschend

'Wey E"ulym; we‘r:L ing to close

're 0 at
LT,

t to 12. If we' people are
having a time, we're not going to
run them out.”

A uoupe of interactive characters
roam Celebration City, including three
quip-happy veteran actresses

an array of comedic per-
sonas to fit any situation — or guest.

“We kind of play at what we do, and
lhayhl.mulandpnyns. said Connie

" Freeman of Nashville. “So |
gnum we're wol

Freeman, who likes to play Tootsie
Rose, winner of the Miss ed Pigs
Feet Pageant in Sweet Lips, Tenn.,
then offered a brief Judy Garland imi-
tation — all wild eyes and hands —
that somehow felt more affectionate
than exploitative.

She said she also can “channel”
Marilyn Monroe, Mae West, Beity
Boop, “and maybe Dolly IPu(nnI with
ladded| body

Pointless Sisters, said she was
h to be from Clarksdale,

tains a variety music show performed Miss.

by the men's a cappella group Chapter
6 and a state-of-the-art multimedia
outdoor laser show utilizing a giant
water screen, projections, and fire-
‘works. The laser show’s time-travel

patriotism-meets-pop-culture story
sports images of V]-Day parades,

“It's the home of the blues*
said. “And if ynuwsn

t you'd know
Rim o

shot. Vu
‘Oakman brings along her own.
See BRANSON, Page 8

Paris after dark: Teens find a special lure

Nightlife and bright lights
beckon younger visitors
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There’s plenty to do if you go to Branson, Mo.

ATTRACTIONS:

Here's a rundown of the
major Branson attractions:

@ Celebration City: This new

especially h

to the 1960s. Thirty rides and
attractions include a Ferris
wheel and three roller coasters,
one of which is the new $4
million wooden WildCat.

Half a block west of Missouri
76, Celebration City is open
daily. Gates open at 3 p.m.
Admission (not including tax) is
$27 for adults; $22 for children 4
to 11. Call (800) 831-4FUN
(4386) or visit www.silverdollar

- Friday Just $15, Get $20
oo el < Mcm B&mﬂ
Sears,Contral ' 9:40AM|
e b m‘;g:g"l#'
mm 1:35#’5 w. G CASINO
(On Sundays, Schedule Is One Hour Later)
LAKEFRONT TOURS

3152 Hill Ave., Toledo, OH 43607 » 419-531-3342  800-752-7574

. 'l'he Roy Rogers-Dale Evans

Museum and Happy Trails The-
ater, 3950 Green Mountain
Drive. Steeped in the silver-
screen memory and music of
“The King of the
“The Queen of the West,” this
new 26,000-square-foot facility
is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The self-guided museum tour
includes unique memorabilia —
such as Rogers’ late steed

two concerts a day by

“Dusty” Rogers, Jr., and his
band, the High Riders.

Combination museum-
/theater tickets cost $31.98 for
adults and $21.97 for ages 6 to
12. Separate museum and the-
ater admission is available. Call
(866) ROY-ROGERS (769-7643)
"and or go to the Web at

WWW.TOYTOgers.com.

@ The Shepherd of the Hills
Outdoor Theatre: Branson's
original live show, “The Shep-
herd of the Hills,” is a tvm—hour

1907 novel by Harold Bell
Wright. The “true fiction” tale of
hill folk in melodramatic
The 325-seat theater will offer uphea
Roy p.m. daily near where the
author first pitched his tent a

century ago to get acquainted

FREE upgrade to an
Ocean View or
Balcony stateroom!

with Ozark people and culture.

Admission is $34.95 for
adults; $18.95 for children. Price
includes show, dinner, a visit to
Inspiration Tower, and a tour of

(zsg:y)‘orvisl\lﬂm;)Hn-
® Pam Tillis at the Yakov

ULTIMATE
CASINO

: ultracheap to ultraluxe, so

TO 3
Branson boasts 17,427 hotel
and motel rooms, from

of Commerce and Convention & °
Visitors Bureau at (417) 334-
4084 or visit www.explorebra-
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