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Far fewer visitors are first-timers now

BRANSON, from Page IB

longer traveling, said Jerry
Henry, director of research for
Herschend Family Entertain-
ment Corp.

In 1993, half of visitors to
Branson were first-timers, Hen-
ry said. Last year, that was down
to 21 percent. The average age
of Branson visitors is now 57,
The target is people ages 35 to

M;u'ketmg must focus on peo-
ple who like live entertainment
and outdoor activities and are
within a convenient drive of
Branson — from Chicago to
Dallas, Kalahar said. The
Christmas season draws the
highest proportion of first-time
visitors.

“You just can’t go other places
and get the experience you
have here at Christmas,” Kala-
har said. “You can't get it in Dal-
las, but we don't tell anyone in
Dallas about it.”

This year's TV ads already
running inseveral cable markets
are geared for young families.

The ad shows a thirtysome-
thing mom and dad with a son
and daughter. Dad says that the
family’s doctor diagnosed
spring fever and recommended
Branson as the cure.

“He said, ‘Take in some shows,
hike a trail, hit the shops, catch
afish, ride a duck, horse around
and have a blast,” the dad says.
Up-tempo music backs quick
shots of attractions and natural
beauty.

“We feel better in Branson,”
the family says at the end.

Local business owners say
they’re seeing signs of a good
season. And they've invested in
that prospect.

“We've already been real busy
this year,” said Frank Hirahara,
owner of Gaar’s Gas, Goodies

Branson sales tax growth

&msmnausaummmmuwumnnmmes«wm“tem& Still, city officials and business

leaders were pleased with the positive number, noting other tourism destinations fared worse.
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and Groceries on Missouri 76.
The Forsyth native who spent
many years raising produce in
northern California returned to
Branson in 1993 and leased the
store. He and his wife bought
the business in December.
Their sons Kyle, 19, and Frank
Jr., 23, also work at the store.

This winter, they had new
gasoline storage tanks installed,
added diesel fuel and expanded
the store. Frank Hirahara said
he thinks gasoline prices may
rise to $2 a gallon, but tourists
will still come.

“People have to travel,” he
said. “We've been getting away
with cheap gas for a long time.”

Atthe Grand Palace, calls about
“Magic & Beyond” starring Brett
Daniels “have surpassed my ex-
pectations,” said Scott Hall of
Syncor Entertainment, owner of
the 4,000-seat theater.

Daniels — voted “Magician of

the Year” last year in Las Vegas
— arrived with five semi-trucks
of equipment for the show that
runs through Oct. 31.

The Grand Palace also has
booked concerts from rock
bands to country stars, includ-
ing Jars of Clay, Kenny Rogers
and Bob Newhart.

“Syncor Entertainment has al-
ways been looking ahead at
non-traditional entertainment
for this marketplace,” Hall said.

At Celebration City, Her-
schend Family Entertainment
Corp. spent more than
$800,000 on new rides for its
year-old amusement park. The
Chaos puts riders in cars sus-
pended on a platform twirling
and tilting at a 60-degree angle.
On the Flying Circus, riders
control the climb or dive of cir-
cus-themed gondolas swinging
80 feet above the ground.

In its first year, the park

Volunteers sought for vaccine trial

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ST. LOUIS — Researchers at
Saint Louis University are seek-
ing 90 volunteers for a trial for a
potential new smallpox vaccine.

Two invectigatianal vaccines

factured by Massachusetts-
based Acambis Inc. and will be
compared with the existing
smallpox vaccine, known as
Dryvax.

The Cont 112001 tarrarict at-

“Although there has not been
a case of smallpox in the Unit-
ed States since 1949, the U.S.
government has determined
that it is necessary to keep
cmallnax vaccine available in
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reached the goal of attracting
500,000 people, including new
visitors and families, said
spokeswoman Lisa Rau.
Traditional values are still
strong in the country, she said
and Branson offers a destina-
tion that responds to those.
“Events culminating in what
happened at the Super Bowl
pushed America to a tipping
point, and they said, ‘Enough!"”
Rau said. “Now there’s a new
wave of excitement with not
only our visitors but our com-
munity respecting the true val-
ue of Branson. This just helps us
celebrate who we really are.”

Contact Kathryn Buckstaff at
kbuckstaff@springfi.gannett.com.

Branson Today
Showtimes
Fridays in Weekend.
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