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Park a rlde throu

Victorian architecture,
*50s and '60s motif
give Celebration City

an edge in fantasy.

By Kathryn Buckstaff
NEWS-LEADER

BRANSON — Entering Cele-
bration City for the first time is
like visiting a 45-acre movie set
that perfectly re-creates anoth-
er time and place.

The $40 million creation of
the Herschend Family Enter-
tainment Corp. is designed to
continue the story where the
Herschends' 1880s-themed Sil-
ver Dollar City ends. Victorian
architecture is represented by
flamboyant colors, porch spin-
dles and rooftop cupolas, while
bright chrome and neon pay
tribute to the '50s and '60s.

Recognizing the need to help
ensure Branson's economic fu-
ture, park officials looked for
ways to woo younger travelers,
appeal to first-time visitors and
satisfy repeat customers.

“This has been a concentrated,
absolute strategy to the price tag
of tens of millions of dollars,” said
Lisa Rau, Herschend corporation
spokeswoman.

“We saw the trend and the
need to address it, and took on
the challenge to turn it around.”

DETAILS TELL THE STORY

Entering the park through
stone gates onto Celebration
Street starts the fantasy, with pe-
riod lampposts, wide verandas
in front of the shops filled with
ornate Victorian-era gifts, and
fountains that dance to music.

Turning the corner from Cel-
ebration Street, visitors will find
themselves on Electric Board-
walk. On either side of block-
long malls are old-time carnival
booths with games like Ring
Toss and Baseball Pitch. Prizes
such as stuffed animals will be
handed out to the winners by
barkers ready to take the extra
fees charged for the games.

Then comes the realm of
Route 66, where vintage cars
are the decor, froma sleek 1960s
Thunderbird convertible with
red leather interior to a classic
two-tone Chevy with chrome
pipes.

The 700-seat Celebration
Theatre features the all-male a
cappella group Chapter 6,

Celebration City

© May | opening date.

 Located on the western
edge of Branson at Green
Mountain Drive and Missouri
376.

* Features 30 themed rides,
attractions and activities.

high Thunderbolt roller coaster
and the 52-foot-high Jack Rab-
bit. And for ardent thrill-seek-
ers, there's the Accelerator, a
tower that sends riders fastened
inside arocketship 80 feet in the
air before a quick feet-first
plunge back to earth.

But there’s also a tamer selec-
tion, including a 95-foot high
Ferris wheel, a Tilt-A-Whirl and
a carousel.

THE WILDCAT

But the park’s center of atten-
tion is the Ozark WildCat, a $4
million wooden roller coaster
that rises eight stories above the
park and capitalizes on the nos-
talgia for the thrill rides of old.

“There’s a big surge in the
market demand for them,” said
Jeff Mast of Independence, re-
gional representative for the
8,000-member  American
Coaster Enthusiasts.

Wooden coasters can provide
thrills at a lower construction
cost than the steel behemoths
known for their height and

Celebration 's “downtown” area is full of Victorian-era architecture. The area is filled with gift
shops, fountains that dance to music and a carousel at the end of Celebration Street.
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Workers attach an iron sign at the entrance of Celebration City in
Branson. The theme park “screams in capital letters ‘new and differ-
ent,'" says Lisa Rau, spokeswoman for the Herschend corporation.

offering a spectacular view of
the Ozarks. Then it descends
through a 310-degree double
spiral on its minute-and-a-half
ride.

“The fun is the combination of
twists and turns and bunny hops
that give you a little air time out
of your seat,” Mast said.
“They're just the old classic.”

During the week, Jim Wolga-
muth is a cartographer
for Greene County. But
on weekends, he'll be
closer to the coaster. The
35-year-old pleaded with
park officials to let him
work weekends on the
WildCat.

He's already been on

ager Steve Honeycutt sald the
WildCat ride is than
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through historical highlights of
20th century set to popular mu-
sic of the various eras.

NOT JUST FLASH

The park is not all high-tech
glltz ngh'ted water features
an

some steel coasters he's been on.
Wooden coasters used to be
rough because the cars had
fixed axles, causing wheels to
bump in the curves. WildCat's
cars have articulated axles, pro-
viding a softer ride.

Beginning in mid-May, tech-
nology also will provide the
park’s grand finale each
night.

About an hour before
the park’s 11 p.m. closing,
visitors will be invited to
sit on a grassy field in
front of what looks like a
five-story gray granite
mountainside. On the

are plentiful, and
more than 2,000 trees have
been planted on the site.

Planting trees is a tradition of
the Herschend family. There is
a policy of putting in two trees
for each one cut down.

Silver Dollar City founder
Mary Herschend — the mother
of current co-owners Peter and
Jack Herschend — was a
devoted tree lover. Visitors to
Silver Dollar City may notice
trees growing through porches
and paths winding around giant
oaks.

}ack Herschend grows trees
n his tree farm north of Bran-
snn and is known for founding

places to
eat at Cele-
bration City.
Part of the
city follows
a theme of
the '50s and
‘60s.
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raised trees, topiary creatures,
and gnarled and grafted spe-
cialty trees arrived on 40
tractor-trailers from the Gilroy,
Calif,, nursery of landscape
artist Michael Bonfante. He is
the creator of Bonfante Gar-
dens, ahorticultural theme park
in California.

“The trees are important be-

which will perform music rang-  speed, Mast said. the coaster several times. “It's front of the mountainside ap- the Gift of Green program, = cause they create that extra at-
ing from gospel to rock during ~ With the noisy clacks typical great,” he said. “It’s just the pears a 4-story-tall, 13-story- which has e and i of the
four to five shows daily. of wooden coasters, the 24-pas- forces of being tossed around wide wall of water. At a cost of owners '.hroughout the Ozarks parl " said Brad Thomas, gen-
Rides are spread throughout senger train labors slowly up and lifted out of your seat.” $2.5 million, laser images pro- to plant more than130,000 trees. eral manager of Silver Dollar
the park, including the 60-foot- the first hill to the 80-foot peak  Celebration City general man- duced by Kodak will take guests ~ In addition to Herschend- City.
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