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billion dog food market, while Nes-
tle accounts for roughly 12 percent,
the Journal reported. Ralston is also
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road to a cure

horses, carrying out biological
processes from cell division and
regulating metabolism and diges-
tion to making enzymes and other
hormones. They do so by sending
biochemical signals along a path-
way created as segments on one
protein, called peptide chains,
bind to corresponding domains, or
receptors, on another protein
When something goes awry in the

when they are not
working together
properly. If they
can figure that
out, they hope
that could lead to
ways of fixing the
proteins, thus cur-
ing a particular
disease.

process, disease often results
Others are less certain about
the applicability of AxCell's work.
“This approach is very useful
for certain diseases, for certain
pathways, but not necessarily for
all." said Gillian Woollett, associ-
ate vice president of biotechnology
at the drug industry trade group,
Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America

ear
t an
the
ing
ent
the
iza-

hole
hid
pted
WS,
eral
ffur:
153
jod.

y

In 1999, holiday sales, fueled by
millennium spending and a boom-
ing economy, rose 7.3 percent over
the previous year.

A handful of major retailers say
they're devoting more time and
resources to making better hiring
decisions. Both John Eyler, presi-
dent and CEO Toys ‘R’ Us, and Gor-
don Segal, CEO at Crate & Barrel,
agree that hiring the best in-store
clerks available has become even
more critical in 2001

Michael Gould, chairman of
Bloomingdale's, foresees a difficult
season ahead. Sales this winter for
apparel targeted at vacationers

acing for cut

enues flowing —
even if the US i
slowdown
infects the

to stay optimistic

headed to warm climates were
weak, Gould said

Looking forward, Gould said he
does not believe springtime fash-
ions include enough clothing for the
more practical shopper.

“There's nothing really wear-
able,” he said

Mullin said retailers need to
begin taking chances on new prod-
ucts in order to differentiate them-
selves from competitors.

“There's this risk averse mental-
ity out there,” Mullin said, adding
that merchants who continue down
that road will continue to see their
bottom lines suffer.
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their pet food businesses in order to
gain regulatory approval

Branson
ameniﬁps
expanding
as city does

By Kathryn Buckstaff

BRANSON — By the end of
March, groups wanting to hold
meetings in Branson will have the
option of a new conference center.

Springfield businessman Bob
Wehr, owner of Branson USA, said
Monday that he is building a 16,000
square-foot addition to the amuse-
ment park's existing 760-seat the-
ater. It will provide banquet facili-
ties to seat 1,000 with closed-circuit
television connected to the theater.

Wehr said he -
also will remodel
for meeting
space the exist-
ing 5,000-square-
foot building that
formerly housed
the Shepherd of [
the Hills Muse- Wehr
um at the park.

The building has a 110-seat theater.

The projects are expected to open
March 30, just before the opening of

the park in April. Effective April 1, -

the 112-acre amusement park will be
annexed into the city of Branson
under an agreement Wehr reached
with the city.

Wehr said his development will
not compete with the proposed civic
convention center now in the early
stages of planning.

“One of the first things that 1did
when I bought the park was to try to
get a convention center down here,”
Wehr said. “I'm highly in favor of a
major convention center. But I've
got to run my business. They'rea lit-
tle toa slow for me.”

Wehr said he plans to attract
church groups and company picnics

The largest conference center in
Branson is the Chateau on the Lake
with 43,000 square feet of meeting
space and seating for 2,000. Chateau
general manager Stephen Marshall
is also a member of the Convention
Center Commission.

“The (civic) convention center
will attract much larger groups,
ones that can't be housed right now
in Branson," Marshall said. “What
Bob Wehr is doing is not in competi-
tion with that "

There are about 20 hotels that
offer meeting space. Lodge of the
Ozarks handles groups up to about
500 people in its banquet and meet-
ing rooms. Last year, it was host to
more than 50 veterans reunions,
said owner Jim Thomas.

Those reunion-goers also spent
mn‘r}lv_m elsi:where in town, Thomas
sai itineraries arranged
by the hotel included theater shnx
and meals at other restaurants.

“Instead of having a scarcity of
resources,” Marshall said. “we
should have an abundance of
resources available to us. The more
groups and larger groups that con-
sider Branson as a destination, the
better it will be for all merchants.”

in OPEC production

an investment bank in London
“The surprise would be if this

doesn’t happen,” added Peter Gig-

noux_head of the natrolaum desk at

hold the bulk of its crude from mar-
ket. Iraq is embroiled in a pricing
dispute with the United Nations,
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