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Celebration City theme park opens in Branson

Associated Press

BRANSON, Mo. — A $40 mil-
lion venture aimed at drawing
younger visitors by turning life-
changing events from the’ 20th
century into entertainment has
opened in this southwest Mis-
souri resort town.

Celebration City has elements
of theme-park predecessors —
including a wooden roller coast-

er, restaurants and shopping —
but it will take visitors back in
time to the early 1900s, before
fast-forwarding to the 1950s.
And, it will do it at night.
The3p.m.dailyopeningispart
ofamarketingstrategy the park’s
owners and others hope will
lower the average age of the typi-
cal Branson visitor — now 55
years old — by increasing

evening activities in the town
that has largely relied on senior
travelers.

“The beauty of this is that we
have a product that won't
exclude the seniors, but we are
marketing to young families,”
said Steve Honeycutt, the park’s
general manager.

Branson is smart to diversify,
while not to trying reinvent

No parents allowed in ‘Better Luck’

Justin Lin's Better Luck
Tomorrow wants to be Boyz 'n the
Hood for Oriental American
kids. But the movie turns out to
be more like the suburban Cali-
fornia Forrest Gump, oddly
enough. Like Gump, Better Luck
Tomorrow follows a goofy-look-
ing compulsive with mental
powers who livesthe trendsofa
recent decade, right?

Well, Forrestwasn’t nearlyas
disaffected as is Ben, the pro-
tagonist of BLT. Ben and his
friends, five or six other Ameri-
can teens of Asiatic descent,
seem to go days without seeing
adults. T only remember two
adult characters in the film —
Ben’s biology teacher and his
basketball coach. Considering
what we've learned recently
about Mr. Eustacy continuingto
live as if he was an undergradu-
ate, perhaps basketball coach-
es don’t function like real
adults. And the biology teacher
is played by Jerry Mathers. The
Beaver.

So there isn't a lot of adult
serutiny of Ben'sgang. They run
a ring selling stolen electronic
equipment and school cheat
sheets and finally drugs though
they already have plenty of
money. They steal for fun, but
don’tseem to enjoy themselves.
Failure to be happy becomes a
topic of conversation in one of

pionship (in Las Vegas; and d)
memorizes the definition of an
unfamiliar word a day.

This is the sort of thing edi-
tors and moviemakers think of
as characterization. Viewers
should be getting to know Ben
by hearing him talk about life
with his rival for the atTectlons
of racially Asiatic St

al. At the end of the movie we
know Benand Virgil are unlike-
lytobesunbathingonthatlawn,
and why. They don't get along
all that well with Jesus. And
they already know about the
body.

Sowhy are theythere? Itsuits
the moviemakers to have a
corpse discovered in this way
right at the top of the film. The
corpse takes the place of a cen-
tral complication. Whose body
was it? How did it come to be
there? The movie doesn’t
answer the second

itself, said Hank Phillips, presi-
dent of National Tour Associa-
tion, which represents 4,000
package tour operators across
North America.

“I think they're wise to get
behind Celebration City
because it could serve as a cata-
lyst for developing other attrac-
tions that will reach out to
younger age groups,” he said.

While concerns of terrorism
and the economy remain on the
minds of many, Phillips predict-
ed the tourism industry will
rebound in the coming year.
“People have been pent up, and
they want to get out and start
traveling,” he said.

Tim O'Brien, editor of Amuse-
ment Business magazine, also
seeswisdominthetiming ofwhat
is expected to be the largest new
park development to open in
North America thisyear.

“To build a new amusement
park is quite unusual any more,”
hesaid. “But I think what they’re
doing in Branson is very solid.
The fear of flying, the fear of ter-
rorism really doesn’t come into
mind when you think of drive-in
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So it doesn't really end. Ben
and his friends meet here and
there, they hire a prostitute in
Las Vegas, they buy each other
Glocks as birthday presents,
they attend school club meet-
ings. They drive to parties. Ben
studies fairly ordinary words.

and by seeing him maintain a
stock “academic over-achiev-
er” routine. But we don't get to
know him. When tie closest
thing to a climax occurs in the
film, we don’t understand why
he has snapped when he has.

And he seems to snap right
back.

The movie begins with Ben
and his long-time pal Virgilsun-
bathing in the backyard of a
house owned by the parents of
their former business associate

The movi kers should have
looked up the definition of
“fruitless.” Ben wishes
Stephanie could be in love with
him.

But, note this: when the film
wants to ask why her last name
is Vandergraf, it doesn’t show
us her parents. We learn they
are both Caucasians by seeing a
photo of them. Kid’s Club. No
Parents Allowed.

e |

“Iwouldbetbigbucks on Bran-
son this year.”

Herschend Family Entertain-
ment, owner of Celebration City,
is no stranger to the Branson
entertainment industry. Its
properties include White Water
waterpark, Showboat Branson
Belle, The Grand Village Shops

FOR RESULTS THAT

and Dixie Stampede Dinner The-
atre.
But the 'S gri

hopsthatgiveyoualittle air time
outofyourseat,” said JeffMast of

regional repre-

dy is Silver Dollar Clly a park
themed around 1880s Ozarks cul-
ture that features nearly 100
craftsmen demonstrating every-
thing from glass blowing to mak-
ing candy and candles. The park,
open until 7 p.m. in peak season,
draws 2.1 million visitors a year,
officials said.

Herschend also owns or oper-
ates 16 other properties in seven
states, including Dollywood in
Pigeon Forge, Tenn., with part-
ner Dolly Parton, and Stone
Mountain Park in Atlanta.

Celebration City continues
Silver Dollar City’s tradition of
bringing the past to life, Honey-
cutt said.

Visitors enter through a Victo-
rian-style main street. It cele-
brates the early 1900s, with pas-
tel painted architecture, ornate
lamp posts and a vintage
carousel. Gumballs and licorice
sticks can be purchased at Dr.
Smiley’s Candy.

The next stop is Route 66, with
neon signs, vintage automobiles
and a diner that features malts
and burgers.

Not far away is Ozark WildCat,
a$4 million wooden roller coast-
er that reaches speeds of45 mph
and drops eight stories. It has a
one-of-a-kind 310-degree spiral-
ing double-down first drop.

“The fun is in the combination
of twists and turns and bunny
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your unique business or service,
by advertising with us.

You'll find no other local
medium is more effective at

sentative for the 8,000-member
American Coaster Enthusiasts.

Visitors also will find them-
selves on Electric Boardwalk. It
features amusement rides and
old-time carnival booths with
games. Players will spend about
$1 to $2 for each chance to win a
stuffed animal or other prize by
pitching rings and tossing bas-
ketballs.

The park will close with a
nightly outdoor, multimedia
laser show, called “Celebrate!”
It uses a five-story, manmade
granite mountainside, water
screen, projections and fire-
works set to music to mark the
highlights of the 20th Century,
such asspace travel and the Bea-
tles.

The park covers 45 of the 112
acres the company owns just off’
Missouri 76, makingit agood can-
didate for expansion, Honeycutt
said.

The park will operate 3 p.m. to
10 p.m. on Wednesday through
Sunday until May 23. Then it will
stay open until 11 p.m. daily.

Agrand openingisplanned for
May 30.

“We wanted time to get the
kinks worked out,” Honeycutt
said.
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