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From wild roller coasters to talking dogs, Branson’s got it

By CINDY BARTON
Herald Assistant Editor

BRANSON, Mo, —
Spring is here, and for vaca-
tion enthusiasts that means it
is time to plan the family
vacation. If you are curious
about what Branson has o
offer this spring and summer.,
here are a few inside scoops.

“Stuck on the 705, a live
show at the Starlite Theatre,
has numerous melodies from
the era. Four men and four
women sing favorites such as
“Dancing  Queen,
Wash," “The Way We Were™
and “Love Will Keep Us
Together.” All the songs are
performed live along with an
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vFever Pitch (R) -
(1:20) - 4:00 - 6:50 - 9:15 PICTURED ABOVE ARE the “alking” dogs and Todd Oliver who
Sin City (R) - DTS perform in “Showboatinl”. At right is the finale of "NightFirer" at
(1:25) - 4:05 - 7:00 - 8:45 Celebration City.
Robots (PG)
(1:30) - 3:55 - 6:30 - 9:20 onstage band. includes the most memorable
Beauty Shop (PG-13) However, the show isnt  songs throughout entertain-
(2:10) - 4:30 - 7:10 - 9:30 only about music. Comical ment history. Renditions
The Ring 2 (PG-13) skits are incorporated into from  “Mary  Poppins,”
(2:05) - 4:25 - 7:06 - 9:20 the show and provide good  “Chicago,” “Fiddler on the
Guess Who (PG-13) tions and outlets for the  Roof™ and much more make
(1:35) - 410 - 6:45 - 9:00 sic. the show fly by.
Miss Congeniality (PG-13) If opting for a dinner Thn show also incorpo-
(1:50) - 4:15 - 6:55 - 9:25 show, “Showboatin™ pro-

vides a meal, a show and a
cruise on Table Rock Lake.
The show, “Showstoppers!.”

curiosity to the audience’s

Celebration City and one laughs and gasps at see-  years ago. The line to the ride
meone

IT's CATFISH/PANFISH TIME IN SAPULPA!

After a while it beggges
clear that the dogs have a
lower jaw apparatus which
Oliver opens and closes

faces. How is he making SilverDoll-rCilyuﬂermiv-

' moutW™Thove?  jties for all ages. Celebration
City’s biggest attractions are
children’s amusement rides,
arcade games, miniature
golf, go-carts, two thrilling

ing lhﬂnsd\'es or
they know.

The show isn't over yzl A
powerful fireworks display
finishes the evening, lighting
up the night sky in an unpar-

has numerous props, includ-

ing‘bumed powder kegs and
mmmg tools. The prop that
stands out the most is a fake
roller coaster track that jets
into the sky with a broken

while he throws his voice. roller coasters and  alleled fashion. end. A fake roller coaster car
But knowing his secret does-  “NightFire!”. Silver Dollar City has dif-  sits on a nearby roof over the
n't make the show any less The newest attraction, ferent themes for various wait line. It appears as
amusing. “NightFire!", is a nighttime tlm:wfd!y:nr, and the cur-  though the roller coaster
Acrobatics are also part of  [aser show projected onto a  rent theme is “World-Fest.” track blew up and the car

the performance. “; '-llllil.l* five-story mountainside. It will run through May 15. — went flying onto

were so amazing the audi-  Video {1 i from 14 Of course, thi

APR. 15 - OCT. 15 PRETTY WATER LAKE. [t ey through water create a holo- couﬂmesfmm Zamhm lolhe of the illusion and fun.

watched a talented couple  graph-like to the are Keeping with the theme,
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God and the United States.
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of him.

If you prefer dry land and
a mix of country and gospel
music, the four-man group
Pierce Arrow is a good
choice. Dan Britton, Denny
Franks, Gary Koreiba and
Michael Chambliss blend
their voices to pay tribute to

provides
female solos in the show
while Jarrett Dougherty pro-
vides the laughs. Dougherty
takes on several different
characters including an evan-
gelistic preacher, a plumber,

Even the performers on stage
couldn’t keep a straight face
as this man, who has no inhi-
bitions, let comedy pour out

Watching shows isn't the
best part of Branson for

people portrayed. Elvis, The
Beatles, the Supremes and
other big-name musical
groups are seen through the
water while their music
plays.

Videos also play against
the mountain with no water
effects. This is when pictures
are shown of firefighters,
police officers and military

personnel.

The theme of the show is
reflecting on the American
spirit.

The show has a twist
before the finale. You know
those people who take your
picture when you get to an
amusement park? Well, don't
just walk away because you
kmw you won't buy the pic-

Befm the end of the
show, an announcer says that

lhelr music, dance and acro-
batic talents during the festi-
val.

Visitors  also have the
opportunity to taste foods
from around the world,
including Mexico, Jamaica,
Italy, Germany and more.

If you eat Mexican or
Ttalian food on a regular basis
like | do, save the room in
your stomach for something
different. ‘Iry the Jamaican
ribs. They’re great.

Finally I have come to the
point when | can talk about
my favorite thing at Silver
Dollar City. The new roller
coaster, Powder Keg, will
amaze you. It delivers
thrilling speeds and drops
while never going upside
down or jarring your head.

It is meant to be a ride the
whole family can enjoy,

before the coaster blasts off,
a flash of fire bursts upward
off of the roof. Thi
sign for bystanders
closely because the coaster is
about to take off.

Powered by an air-launch
system, the coaster jets off
and hits 53 mph in 2.8 sec-
onds. It reaches a speed of 64
mph, and has its tallest verti-
cal drop at 110 feet.

In layman’s terms, the
coaster goes super fast and
has awesome, tummy tick-
ling drops that keep you
coming back for more.

Although these vacation
accounts were experienced
first hand, everyone should
research Branson thoroughly
before leaving town. There
are  many activities and
shows to see o it is impor-
tant to prioritize in order to
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