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_— Theater opens this week-
New theme park - Celebration City - to open 9o The St b 2t
on Friday Drive, just off Missouri 76.
Hours are 9 a.m.to 6 p.m.
cowTaven From K1 Anuhkhlh(me."&tg: e'wmmm
first time in 10 years, we saw are available. Call (417,
aimed squarely at what Schroeder went down in 2002 339-!90011@!:: :
called “the next wave” — baby from 55 to 53, and that's signifi- WWW.foyrogers.com.
boomers and their families. All of cant,” Summers said. “When you » Ride the Ducks: The
Branson hopes the boomer market  get that kind of a drop, that's good charge for riding the
will help replace the dwindling news for us.” Ducks is $15.95 for adults
numbers of the World War I  Branson is changing, slowly but and $7.95 for children 4
generation, which has been a surely, to aftract the through 12. For more
major part of the 7 million or so  Buffet lines and fried food still call (417)
visitors who show up each year.  reign, but enough chains have 334-38250r goto
During a walk-through, Cele moved in that there’s more variety Www.
bration City looked as if it was in the restaurants. In this bastion > World's Toy
designed specifically for the of the Bible Belt, a stir was caused ‘Museum: The museum is
boomers, with lots of Art Deco a couple of years ago when the at 3609 W. Highway 76.
buildings, a penny arcade and town’s video ad campaign Admission is $8.95 for
ou-mulr:um.auuﬂ't%; included a couple Amu mux%%;mﬂ;*
Whirl" bumper cars. glasses. Today, Stone Hill Winery rs are 9 am. to
Diamonds’ Little Darlin' was one hmd“’;’m and | ASSOCITED PSS prices are available on 9 p.m. Monday through
of the golden oldies that played Williams' Moon River THE ROY ROGERS-DALE EVANS Museum opens this weekend in tickets that cover all four Saturday. Call (417) 332
throughout the park. along with the Grand Palace, are Branson, Mo. The King of the Cowboys s shown with wife Dale Evans. & e ey SR i . )
In the Bijou buikding, a cherry e first to ofer wine and beer at 28 ORIy . s el S
red '56 T-Bird and a whiteover- ~ intermission. not staying at the inn pay $15  Beck has been known to reduce L o
turquoise '55 Chevy sat amid  “We had the Moody Blues for admission to the park. some customers to tears. They 90 iverdoliarcity,com. > Information: To find out
merchandise that included a pik two concerts, and it went “Thisisthesecond yearinarow their childhood doll o i < about lodging and shows,
poodizﬁrtfm'm.sﬂg;:cdﬂy extremely well,” id. we sold out the hotel for 16 days mnmmmtxywm‘; 'l'l-;m.‘mlﬂw gﬂlm)zu-mmoo
lunch box for §7.! a  “And the week before, and straight during spring break,” an . e Rogers
mﬁft that said “Nip And 14 S‘Rm Rohi said “Gi and L i in our gift Museum and Happy Trails www.explorebranson.com.
it" for $15.99, nights. Pam Tills will be here this grandma, down to the toddlers, ~ shop.”
“Ttdoeshavesortofaretrofeel” year. It does point out that seethemallinthat waterpark, There's another Mr. Rogers at
of the real  youngerartistsarewillingtocome and they're all having fun.” the newest museum in Branson; Branson 40-0dd years ago to the mid-60s," he said. “Wouldn't
interesting characteristics we to town.” Go-cart tracks also have beena  the Roy Rogers-Dale Evans attractthe sportsmenwhoshowed take long to get done with all the
is boomers love to  And Celebration City, for the mainstay of the Branson strip, but Museum & Happy Trails Theater  up to fish the lakes. The Chamber swimming you need to do out
experience things out of their first time, gives familiesaplaceto  Track Family Fun Parks took the  will open once is point- "
youth, but share it with their kids. go at night. attraction to a new level when it  “Dad was one of those guys ing out the beauty of the Ozarks  The Duck tour was fun, but that
I you remember Route 66 and the ~ “It caters to a different market opened the $1 million Lumber from the old school — he never and urging tourists to take a spin  evening we went searching for the
Kookie, lend me  than we have ever been able to Jack, awoodenthreeleveltrack,in threw anything away,” said Roy on the lakes. talking dogs on the Showboat
your comb,’ you will find a lot of ~attract,” Summers said. “That's 2001 “Dusty” Rogers Jr., whoperforms ~ You can rent a kayak from Trek  Branson Belle. I had spent time on
things to reminisce about in the the focus of our ad campaigns.  The ride was such a hit that the  in the theater. “We'll have up to the Ozarks at the Branson the showboat during my last visit
park.” We're pointing to the outdoor company came back the next year 40,000 items in the museum. We Adventure Center to explore the 1, Branson and came back with
activities with the lakes, the trail ~and spent $1.5 million on another cover their entire careers, all of water, or you can take a more yaleq of comedian Todd Oliver and
Economy affecting system we're developing. We're wooden track, the Wild Woody.  Dad’s 88 movies.” leisurely ride. his talking dog, Irving.
tourism aiming for the younger families.”  “They have all the aspects of a  Nellybelle, the Jeep driven by ~ Capt. Richard Sober was at the  Nopody bhelieved me, but then
K Some entrepreneursintownare  wooden roller coaster — twists sidekick Pat Brady, is on display, wheel of our World War I (jiver and Irving showed up on
Attracting the boomers 1S shead of the youth movement. and turns, changes in elevation,” but the stars of the show are the vehicle when we the Jay Leno show in February,
Glenn Robinson started out said company president Larry mounts of Trigger and Butter- out of the Ride the Ducks 1. i dicatad. 4
as age and the economy cause a  gelling Mexican pottery ontheold  Schmitt. “You're 40 feet in the air ple’s | head on Highway 76. He Irving, a blackand-white Bos
declinein the number of tourbuses  Wal-Mart lot on Branson's main  — that's the biggest thrill. Wecall Buttermilk Jr. and Bullet, the issued “wacky quackers” to the 36 lonlml' not only talks, he tells
] ired drag. Today, he owns the lot and  them our go-cart coasters.” German shepherd dog, also are ~ peopleonboard sowe couldannoy 7 VT °‘31" iy
buses are sl coming, but fewer has buit Grand Country Square, _ Moments after meeting Tom  mounted and displayed nearby.  drvers ofpassing vehices,and we 10155 105 S, 8018 Dot
are stacked outside the theaters,  which inclodes a music hall, Beck, you put together his sot  “Dad frst met Triggerin 1938 headedtoTable RockLake,witha %1% r¥i0€ 10t be me. Eyery
and many arrive half-empty indoor miniature golf, 30,000 ing voice with the personal-  when Dad was26and Triggerwas top in between to enjoy the view "“H e Lo iy
That drop-off started in thé square feet of retail space, acouple ity he soundslike. 4,"Rogers Jr. said. “Hewasonhis from the top of Baird Mountain. Oiver has introduced a second
season that preceded the Sept. 11 of restaurantsanda319-roominn,  “Mr. Rogers,” Beck said. “I've  backfor 20years. Dadusedtosay, ~ Sober provided a running talking dog to the show this sea-
terrorist aftack. Tourism picked  “We also have the world's larg heard that a lot lately.” “When 1 die, just skin me out and  monologue of one-liners along the 50n- Lucy, @ shaggy white Westie,
up in 2002 in the aftermath of the est fiddle and world's largest  WhichisperfectforBeck'sjobas put me on Trigger and Ill be way. “There were 21,000 Ducks ~Was cute, but frankly she seemed
, largely because banjo," Robinson said. owner and curator of the World's happy.” But there’s laws against built for World War II,” he said, ~sort of orery, and Irving wasn't
were seeking closer-tohome des- ‘oy Museum, a recent that.” “Women built them, but the rea- ~charmed.
uﬂ;!inl:lhﬁhll_dldn':rr:lﬂ&!'?ﬁgi Area seeks to attract addition to the Branson scene. OI;Get rid of her,” Irving told
S KRTERONS o 2 Beck, 54, and his wife, Wendy, r-lovers wanted, rer.
the bil familles Have been collecting nisch of their {f,:“ " " Sober revved up the engineand _ Oliver asked Lucy why the two
Branson's unabashed themes of  Robinson noticed a disturbing  lives and have put it all on display entered the lake with a splash. We  dogs didn't get along. “He's
motherhood, apple pie and Old  trend a few years ago, “All of our  in a two-level buildingon Country ~ The Presley family and Bald- puttered around for a while before  always sticking his nose where it
Glory were perfect for themood of  wonderfulittle old ladiesand . He'll gladlywalk knobbers first opened theaters in heading to dry land. “Water's in doesn't belong,” Lucy replied.
the country. that had been jumping off the _you- through the thousands of — ~77 P
But this spring has started buses in front of the restaurant, items on z v -
slowly — motels all along the they were dying on me,” he said. “Thiis is 2
2;.495 nﬂpm‘ﬁv:og He saw the future, and it said chair, the kind you'd send in your
" - al “families, absolutely.” boxtops and a few dollars for,” he TH A [
Chamber of Commerce and Con- A friend told Robinson about  said, “It's very rare. I und HEADLINI
vention and Visitors Bureau are the Wisconsin Dells and the suc-  they don't even have one in the
watching this summer with bated cess it had with water parks. He  Hopalong Cassidy Museum (near
breath. flew there, came back and built a ~ Wichita, Kan.). This is a Three
Ross Summers, executive vice small outdoor water park near his  Stooges scooter, The rear wheel is
president of the visitors bureau, inn. Two years ago, he made a  off center, so you go up and
said some of the tour bus itors  second trip to Wisconsin like you're riding a horse.
are r:m:;tlnfo cancel Izﬂnﬁl w with more ambitious  “Upstairs is motorcycles,
approaching 40 percent. He antique fishing, 1800s carriages,
much of the declineonthe ~ He built Splash Country mu:“:mh and construction,
hard times for folks on fixed million indoor water  ships, Star Wars and GI Joes. The
incomes. park with a 250-foot-long back is cap guns, BB guns, peddle
“People who travel alot depend  river, two spa pools, a cars, bicyclesand trains. You come
on dividend and interest income,” pool, atoddlersareaand out through dolls, , Ve
he said. “Literally, people who a three-level treehouse with two triloquist dummies, Barbies and
YWhr 4 years  tubeslides,atippingbucketandall  Shirley Temples.
ago nrell,mklnz .05 percent or sorts of gizmos that shoot and  “Every one of these toys
negative, ; spray water. belonged to someone — we didn’t
On the upside, Branson's dubi- Guests at the inn get free get them out of the box or a store.
ous billing as having the oldest admission to the park with their They all have memories attached
clientele of any destination city in  §69 to $79 lodging fee. Tourists to them.”
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