I NT. JAISI CITY HOSPI TAL- THE MORNI NG AFTER THE ATTACK

A TV screen is shown, and the channel changes from Mali k
Clay's Heatwave to the news station. A worman is reporting on
the incident that happened just a day prior.

NEWS REPORTER
Very unsettling and unexpected news
this nmorning as we get nore coverage
of the nysterious attack that happened
at the Prelimnaries Stadiumjust 12
hours ago. Multiple small-scal e bonbs
were set off that night, along with a
physi cal rush from many masked sol di er-
type figures. However, one attacker
did not have a facial disguise.

A picture of Amanda attacki ng The Ti nestopper is shown. Zay
is sitting in the hospital with Jay and Rachel. Zay has snal
brui ses and bandages on him and Jay is sleeping on a bed
with casts around her linbs. Rachel is sitting on a chair.
(she's wearing a Tinmestopper shirt, of course).

NEWS REPORTER
This girl's identity has not been
found in any records by the city
government, and that is runored to be
the sane for all other attackers. The
Ti mest opper, co- founder of Cosmc
Ti me Technol ogy and a Regi stered
Superhero, is confirmed to have been
assaul ted and ki dnapped, but his
current location is yet to be
di scovered. The Cosmic Spark is yet to
gi ve her response on the incident at
hand, and her whereabouts are unknown.

No ot hers aside from The Ti nest opper
and The Cosmi c Spark assisted in
defending fromthe terrorists.

Zaire's face goes sour.

That | eaves only one question: How
will we protect ourselves fromthe

i nevitable threat? Mre discussion on
the Prelimnary Attacks com ng right
after this commercial break.

A news jingle plays, and Rachel changes channel s.



Zaire gets a call on his phone. It's from Cheyne, and Zay
declines the call. The door is knocked on imredi ately after.

Zaire opens the door, sees that it's Cheyne, and imedi ately
shuts it again.

RACHEL
Don't be that guy.

Rachel lightly pushes Zay asi de and opens the door.

Cheyne steps in and sits down. Zay has an extrenely
di sappoi nted | ook on his face and Rachel tries to avoid eye
contact with Cheyne. Cheyne lets out a huge sigh.

CHEYNE

ZAl RE
You knew exactly what you were doi ng
when you saw us fight and decided to
| eave.

What, it's because you didn't want to
soi | your hands?

CHEYNE
|"msorry you were hurt. | really am
Zay. But this hero stuff was never ny
gi g.

ZAl RE

If it were anyone el se besides us,
woul d you have even cared about this
whol e situation?

There were people that needed to be
saved, and because of your
sel fi shness, this happened.

CHEYNE
Hey, to be fair, what WOULD | have
done? there's al ways been enough
heroes. Why do you think we're al
still alive and wel|?



ZAl RE
"There's al ways enough heroes"? Wl |
clearly there aren't. Just because YQU
are alive and well doesn't nean others
are too. You realize that a good
anount of people DI ED back there?

CHEYNE
And you're putting that blood on ny
hands? | didn't even do anyt hi ng!

ZAl RE
That's the problem You DIDN T do
anyt hi ng. You keep thinking about
what' s happening to you when there's
such a bi gger picture!

There's a | ong pause.

CHEYNE
You guys can't force this lifestyle on
nme. | was never a hero. you know the

whol e reason why |I'm even hooked up
w th powers?

Cheyne points at Jay. There's another short pause and Zaire
stands up, wal ki ng towards Cheyne. They stand head to head.

ZAl RE
So now you're gonna shift this onto
us? Just listen for once.

CHEYNE
(sigh) I've never seen you so mad in
my life.lt's kind of alarm ng you're
taking things nore seriously than ne-

Zaire grabs Cheyne by the collar.
A friend who puts hinself before
what's right isn't ny friend after
al | .

Cheyne starts backing up and wal ki ng away.

ZAl RE

You' re not gonna fight back and prove
me wong? Huh?

Cheyne cl oses the door.



An attendant knocks on the door.

HOSPI TAL ATTENDANT
Everything alright in there?

RACHEL
Heat ed gane of Chess, that's all.

Cheyne is seen outside the hospital and wal ks away.

RACHEL
Hey, you think you went a little hard
on hin?

ZAl RE
W' ve been tight ever since grade
school. |'ve gotten notions that he
was a little selfish,

Zaire sits down.

ZAl RE
...but never to this extent.

RACHEL
Maybe it isn't just selfishness. It's
fear. | think this situation hit hima

|lot earlier than he wanted it to, and
he can't face it just yet.

Rachel | ooks at Jay.

RACHEL
And | kinda think that's warranted.
Not everyone has the sane | evel of
sel fl essness and justi ce.

Jay starts to wake up, and Zay and Rachel have a relieved
| ook.

JERZEL
(to Zaire) Hey, was that.. you who
j ust snapped back there? | didn't
t hink you had the guts.

Zaire looks to hinmself, stands up and grabs his backpack and
] acket .

ZAl RE
You're right. | need to get back to

nmysel f.



He heads out and cl oses the door.

RACHEL
| wish | was there.

JERZEL
It isn't your fault, RPG W all need
sonme figuring out to do.

The canera pans to Cheyne awaiting the bus at a bus stop. he
notices Zaire fromafar, wal king the other way.

The epil ogue ends.



