I NT. THE PRELI M NARI ES- NOON

Zaire and Jerzel are in the hallway of the stadi um being held
for The Prelimnaries. There's a huge screen in the mddle
roof showi ng a | oopi ng video of The Cosm c Spark expl ai ni ng

t he rul es.

THE COSM C SPARK ( LOOPI NG VI DEO)
The Prelimnaries is built like a
t our nanent bracket. The rules are
sinple. Land a solid hit on your
opponent and win. It can't be a double
trade and if it's blocked, it doesn't
count. Exactly 128 peopl e have joi ned
the fray, nmaking an even tournament
grid. Good luck... You' re gonna need
it.

Cheyne is absent. Zaire and Jerzel walk into the stadium

bl eachers and take a seat. The area is |oud and boom ng. They
are each hol ding a bookl et containing bracket infornmation.
There are 4 brackets, with 16 contestants per bracket.

ZAl RE
Fromthe drift I'mcatchin', it seens
like there are only 4 people joining
the programin the end?

Jerzel is silent. She smles m schievously with her arns
crossed.

ZAl RE
(I'n thoughts, rolls his eyes) Cheyne
nmust be extremely |ucky. He doesn't
get to show up until tonorrow

ZAl RE
By the way, Jay, what's your deal? I'd
expect you to be anong the ones
screani ng of excitenent.

She smles even nore. Zaire | ooks at Jerzel, extrenely
surprised and concerned. He gets up and gives Jay sonme space
for herself. He | eaves his spot and starts wal king to the
refreshnents center.

ZAl RE
This nust be a whole thing to her.
Anyway, there's gotta sone good grub
in this place.



Wiile Zaire wal ks to the food court, he sees a popul ar

| ooki ng kid surrounded in light walking to the hallway. The
kid has a train of girls cheering himon. On another side, he
sees a young boxer and a wrestler sparring with each other.

(*The boxer has green shorts, black hair and bright green
gl oves. The westler has a bulky build with a red and bl ack
fur coat and a fire pattern on his shorts.*)

He | ooks closely and notices a slimgirl with green skin,

|l ong ears and blonde hair in a black nysterious | ooking suit.
She has a weird triangle pattern on her forehead. She | ooks
back condescendingly. Zaire's facial expression quickly
changes to suspicious. He keeps on wal ki ng.



EXT. QUTSI DE THE BU LDI NG NOON

Cheyne is wal king around the outside of the building, headed
to a merch stand. He | ooks around and sees Ti nestopper shirts
and Cosm c Spark shirts (with bold letters printed on "The
Worl d Needs More Heroes"., along with mugs, candi es and

pi ns, phone cases and books. Bel ow those things are candy
boxes and chi ps bags.

As soon as he's about to grab the last Tinestopper shirt, a
figure zoons by, junping over and taking it. The figure runs
and turns a street corner.

MVERCHANT
Securi -

CHEYNE
| got it. Watch...

Cheyne puts on the pair of goggles he brought with him zips
up his hoodie and puts on the hood.

CHEYNE
...and | earn!

He chases the figure for a bit and | oses it before com ng up
with a plan.

CHEYNE
(in thoughts) If | predict where this
guy is going to be and intercept them
| can stop themright in their tracks.

He turns a fast corner and catches the figure, who nearly
runs into him The figure is actually a costuned thief, but
sonet hi ng about them seens famliar. The green hair. A crowd
of surroundi ng people stop their daily activities and stare
at the scene. Cheyne secretly takes a picture of her face in
order to turn into the police.

CHEYNE
You! Y-you're that girl fromthe
orientation!

CHEYNE
You apply to this program and then get
caught red handed in a theft, huh?
Well, this is a devel opnent!



He takes out his phone and shows her the picture.

CHEYNE
"1l see you in juvi!

ANMANDA
Wait, you don't understand!

She takes of f the nask.

AMANDA
It's a social experinent! It's a
soci al experinment, alright? The Cosm c
Spark sent nme on a test in order to
see who woul d react during a petty
theft, and you, ny friend, have
passed!

Amanda | aughs nervously. The surroundi ng peopl e nake a sound
of realization. However, Cheyne is visibly not inpressed. He
takes the shirt back and wal ks away to the stand. Amanda
catches up and wal ks besi de him

CHEYNE
You're a pretty good liar, I'll give
you t hat.

ANVANDA

Look. Around these parts,a girl's
gotta do anything to survive.

Cheyne stops wal king for a second.

CHEYNE
Food or noney, | woul d understand, but
taking a shirt doesn't exactly
translate to "survival". There are
peopl e out there just |ike you, and
t here ar-

He has a nonent of realization.
CHEYNE
Wait a mnute. Wat exactly do you
mean by "survive"?

ANMANDA
Well, | nean...

He | ooks up at her and turns around.



ANMANDA
It's conplicated. |'ve just been
t aki ng resources from anywhere | can
just to live in these parts. The truth
is, I'"'ma freak. A "nonster of
nature", they say.

She turns her head the other way.

ANMANDA
"' man outcast. Honeless. Now, if you
don't mnd I'll be | ooking sonmewhere
el se. Please don't try and stop ne.

She drops the nask and wal ks away.
Cheyne is internally thinking. He holds up the shirt and
| ooks at it. The canera focuses on the quote: "The Wrld
Needs More Heroes".
"The World Needs More Heroes"..
"The Worl d Needs Mdre Heroes"..
CHEYNE
(in thoughts) | think Jay was right

about ny conscience after all.

CHEYNE
Hol up!

He runs in front of Amanda.
CHEYNE

| got a few bucks on ne. | just
m ght... buy you the shirt.



EXT. QUTSIDE THE BUI LDI NG ( MERCH STAND) - AFTERNOON

Cheyne and Amanda are at the nerch stand, buying the once
stolen shirt.

Cheyne gives in a 10. He gets the shirt and his receinpt.

CHEYNE
Sorry for any inconveni ences. Have a
good day!

MERCHANT

Thanks for your tinme, cone again!
Amanda wal ks contently with her new shirt.

AVANDA
You didn't have to do that, and yet
you di d!

Unl i ke everyone el se, you weren't sone
ki nd of bystander. You took action.

. why?
Cheyne

A friend of mne always tells ne
sonething, that | have a big

consci ence. She pressured ne into
joining this hero program and as mnuch
as | hate the concept of being a
"hero", the guilt would eat nme from
the inside if it were any other way.

It may not be the thing | want right
now, but |I'mstuck on this ride. So I
m ght as well hel p out people like you
al ong the way.

Amanda i s awe-i nspired.
He | ooks at the tine on his phone. (2:54)

CHEYNE
Now... | gotta get back to the
stadium You're in the Prelimnaries
too, right? You should join nme and ny
friends and watch the gane.



AMANDA
That woul d be great, but I'mafraid |
can't. 1've got ny own round to

prepare for too, y'know.
He nods hi s head.

CHEYNE
Right. Well, I'"'mtrying to enbrace
with all this hero business, so | made
a few business cards, heh heh. If you
need a call,

Cheyne pulls out a business card with contact info. He hands
it to her.

CHEYNE
| gotchu.



| NT. THE PRELI M NARI ES- AFTERNOCON

Jay and Zaire are now both seated again and the stadiumis
conpletely full except for one seat, which was reserved for
Cheyne by his friends. Cheyne enters the stadiumand sits
hi msel f down.

ZAl RE
Dang, man, what's the hold up? Wit!
Don't tell ne... you were trying to
score... ;)

CHEYNE

| made a friend.
Jay notices the conversation and decides to junp in.
JERZEL
No need to hide it fromus, man. W
all know you were | ooking for sone.

Cheyne rolls his eyes and snmles. He acknow edges the bracket
bookl et .

CHEYNE
By the way, what's that in your hand?

Jay hands himthe booklet.

JERZEL
Info booklet. It contains all the
"essential s" needed to do well in the

conpetition, including stuff |ike
bracket information.

JERZEL
Y' know what ? You can just keep m ne,
won't need it. No matter who |I'm up
agai nst or what rules are set, | got
this in the bag.

CHEYNE
Can sonebody say "cocky"?

ZAl RE
More i ke "hot-headed"! Get it? Hot-



CHEYNE
*Anyway*, let's see who |'m up agai nst
first round.

Cheyne | ooks through the bracket placenents only to cone
across a shocker. "Cheyne Ali Anderson" and "Amanda Toma" are
set to fight in the first round in the third bracket.

CHEYNE
WHA?!

ZAl RE
| suppose that's the "friend" you were
t al ki ng about? Amanda Toma? Name
sounds exotic. She better be one fiery
sista if you know what |'m sa-

Cheyne punches Zaire in a com cal fashion

CHEYNE
Not very "hero" behavi or!

Zaire and Jay | augh at Cheyne.
A figure walks into the stadiumvia stairs below It turns

around to the audience, revealing itself as The Cosm c Spark.
The audi ence gasps, and the epi sode ends.



